WALKING IN ANDORRA

73 CAMIDE SANTA COLOMA A LA
MARGINEDA

Santa Coloma’s church

DON'T MISS...

visiting the Espai Columba museum and
the Romanesque Santa Coloma church.

DID YOU KNOW...

the Romanesque paintings in the church
were torn down around 1930 and, fo-

BEHIND THE NAME

Margineda: considerable border,
large bank, situated on the bank of

llowing a restoration, in 1934 an Agnus the river.
Dei and the remains of some decorative

borders were discovered on the east

wall of the nave, above the triumphal

arch? They had been hidden behind the

baroque altarpiece and can still be seen

in situ.

Casa dels Russos La Margineda roundabout

This simple, short walk introduces you to the
small village of Santa Coloma. The route starts
at Placa del Poble in Santa Coloma, in front of
the Romanesque Santa Coloma church, which
is one of the most beautiful and fascinating of
its kind in Andorra. lts floor plan is very simple
and you can make out buildings from different
eras. The building is of pre-Romanesque ori-
gin, with a rectangular nave and a roof covered
with wooden trusses. The building was deco-
rated with 12th-century Romanesque murals
completed by the Master of Santa Coloma. The
paintings left the country in 1930 and eventu-
ally ended up in the Prussian Cultural Heritage
Foundation’s museum in Berlin. In 2007, after a
lot of negotiation, the paintings were recovered
by the Government of Andorra.
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Before setting out, we recommmend a visit to the
Espai Columba museum, a cultural facility with
a mission of curating, conserving and displaying
murals from the apse of the church of Santa Co-
loma and various liturgical objects from Andor-
ran churches. It offers a video mapping projec-
tion that allows visitors to enjoy an experience
that transports them to the original interior of the
church, showing how it would have looked in the
12th century.

The path heads down Carrer Major de Santa
Coloma up to the top of the village, where you
take a cobbled path, leaving behind a wate-
ring place for horses. Along the way, you'll find
an iconic piece of Andorran granite architecture
by the architect Ceésar Martinell. The Torre dels
Russos (the Russian Tower) got its name from
the fact that Nicolas Popoff, a Russian exiled to
Europe, lived there. The tower is in the Modernist
style, reminiscent of Catalan Noucentisme.
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church. Santa Coloma church is one of
the oldest in Andorra, dating back to pre-
Romanesque times. It was built between
the 8th and 9th centuries.

You can return along the new pavement of
Avinguda d’Enclar, where, just over a kilo-
metre away, you'll find the starting point at
|’Espai Columba.



